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My English Writing Class

Since this semester, we have an
English writing class in school. It's a
whole new lesson for me. Our teacher is
Mr. Martin. | learn how to write English
articles. | study happily in the class.

In my student book, there are a
lot of areas to practice. First, we write
short sentences. Then, we write longer
sentences to make an article. | write
them carefully, but sometimes, | still
have mistakes. Teacher Martin tells us
how to write correct sentences. Now, |

can write articles by myself.

R N/ R

I like my English
writing class. Because
I can learn how to use
English to write an
article. Sometimes, |
make up English stories
by myself. My family
feels happy.

If we want to write better English
articles, we have to read more and do
more practice. | hope that | can write

better in the future.
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As soon as we finalized our plans to travel
to Taiwan in the summer of 2009 we shared our
plans with family,friends and work colleagues.
People asked things like “Taiwan ? Whatever
gave you that idea?” .Not because they didn’ t like
Taiwan, but mainly because those who travels to
Asia mostly visit countries like Thailand, India,
China and Japan. Taiwan just seemed like an
unusual travel destination to many.

After thirteen hours flight,we arrived at
TaoYuan airport. You wouldn't believe how
exciting and overwhelming it was to us — driving
to Taipei City, watching all the surroundings.

The landscapes, buildings, cars and people! We

+

photo 1
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just sat there in awe, staring without blinking,
sometimes exchanging few words mostly
consisting of “Oh!” and “Ah!” and “Look at
that ! ” From this the driver may have thought we
were weird, but seeing as he didn't understand
our German language perhaps he didn’ t think
much of it. Finally we saw something quite
familiar coming into sight behind a bridge---
Taipei 101 ! We were so happy at this moment
and couldn't believe we were actually seeing the
high tower ( photo 1) for real !

We arrived at Zhongxiao Dunhua Subway
Station, which is right next to where our
holiday apartment was located. Exhausted,
overwhelmed, we all fell asleep. When we finally
awoke, it took us a while to leave the apartment

( After all we had a lot of washing and primping
to do after our long flight ) before making our first
trip through the streets of Taipei. We felt nervous
due to our lack of Chinese skills but we didn’ t
want to spend our whole vacation in our flat, so
we got on our way to search for a supermarket.
Everything here was so astounding ! Crowded
streets, unfamiliar shops and restaurants, each
one sending a different smells outside, exotic to
our noses, but now unforgettable to us. The traffic
in particular was fascinating, the traffic lights
turn green, with a timer showing you how many
seconds you have to arrive on the other side which

made us extremely anxious that if you could

not make it in the allocated time you might as
well have jumped off a cliff or laid down in front
of a car directly. Cars and motor scooters drive
whenever they want. Obviously we were making
fools out of ourselves, cause Taiwanese people
were the so calm, just walking and probably
thinking “Well, they might as well stop or drive
around me---” and the funny thing is : They do !
On our way to the supermarket was the first
time we realized how noticeable we looked. Not
that we hadn't already been previously aware of
that fact, but when walking through the streets
of Taipei for the first time it suddenly became
more relevant,since people stared at us outrightly
but friendly. We found a small supermarket, you
can’ t really miss them in Taipei, since they are
everywhere and opened 24 hours ! We don't
often have that in Germany unless you count
some gas stations. So it was very cool for us being
able to buy something even at night ! ( photo 2
) And | bet you, never before had anyone spent
more time in that supermarket than we did.
Hundreds types of tea, coffee, milk and instant
noodles were on the racks. Which one to buy 7
Which one will taste the best 7 Which noodles
won't be too spicy 7 Finally we decided on toast,
milk tea, water, jam, something that reminded us
of butter, cookies, chocolate and of course instant
noodles for the evening. Later we enjoyed a quiet
evening “at home” and our first dinner in Taipei.
The next day, we woke up late, outside
the apartment life was already booming. For

our second day we didn’ t really have any plans

photo 2

we just wanted to get to know Taipei, the area
around our home and see Taipei 101 from the
inside. We started roaming the streets, we had
never seen that amount of scooters before. We
were enjoying ourselves in Taipei 101 by looking
at the shops and we decided to get some ice
cream.

Whoever thinks we managed to get used
to Taiwanese time on our third day, is more than
wrong. We lifted the blinds in the afternoon.
We had our first time riding the MRT, as our
aim for the day was clear, we wanted to visit
CKS Memorial Hall. As we entered the MRT
station we just observed a few of the local people
walking through the barriers by holding their
cards over the sensors. Soon we tried it ourselves
and it worked. Down at the station we were

impressed by the cleanliness ( photo 3 ) and the

i. photo 3

rules you had to follow: don’ t eat, drink or chew
gum, stand in line, and so on. And everyone was
very well behaved, standing behind each other in
the signed areas.

Soon, we arrived at our goal and stepped
out of the station excitedly. The first thing we
saw was the huge ceremonial gateway ( photo
4 ) marking the entrance to the liberty square
and the memorial. We were so impressed just
by the gateway, we took hundreds of pictures,
from the front, the side, the back. We even
danced in the rain, which caused some people
to look at us amused, maybe a bit confused too

“Are these odd foreigners actually enjoying
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this weather ? ” Yes, we absolutely were !

The next thing we discovered was something
that might not be very spectacular, but it would
prove itself very useful during the whole rest
of our vacation, a vending machine. We never
expected that this would be the legendary day
we first discovered our love and addiction for the
ordinary thing called “Milk Tea” . From that day
on, a day without milk tea was a sad day. Now,
back in Germany, we have to suffer from milk tea
deprivation, because, no matter how hard we try
to reproduce it, the result just never is the same.

(Feel free to send us some if you feel pity ! )

B R ES RS photo 4

In the background while walking through
the park, we heard music and some people
shouting and then the rain suddenly started
to pour again and we ran up the stairs of the
National Theatre Hall. When we reached the
platform, we learned where the music and the
shouting came from. There we found a group
of school cheerleaders, practicing their moves
and yells on one side and a martial arts group
doing their kicks on the other. We had been
amazed already, by seeing so many people doing
sports together in the park the other day, so we
decided to sit down and watch them for a while.

We hardly ever had felt so comfortable and at
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ease, like we did that day and many other times
when we visited Chiang Kai Shek memorial Hall
( photo 5 ). We loved everything about it. The
theatre and concert hall, the park and ponds
and the people there, happy families, groups
of friends and classmates, foreigners, cheerfully
taking pictures and playing around. On this day,
not only our affection for Milk Tea started, but
also our love for this place.

These are just some small parts of the
feelings and impressions we felt and got during
our Taiwan vacation. If I would have written all
of them down, this article would have probably
filled the whole magazine. We fell in love with
Taiwan during these short three weeks and would
have been happy to stay there! We want to
thank everyone for being so kind, open minded
and interested, making us feel accepted and
welcome. We met so many nice people in your
country ! There was always someone to help
us, when we asked for it or seemed confused.
Someone actually escorted us to the bus station
for about fifteen minutes, although he seemed
to be in a hurry himself. All of us cried when we
had to leave again.The day we had to leave was
one of the saddest days in our life. We' re missing
Taiwan very much, so now we are all looking

forward to the day, we can be there again !
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